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Some Ancestors and Descendants of 


Yaptain Ephraim Sawyer 


of Lancester, Mass., Grand Isle, Vt., 


and Wendell, Mass. 


Note: 

This material on one line of the Sawyer family is 
most incomplete, yet it supplements anything I 
have been able to find in print. The compiler 
realizes its imperfections and begs the reader 
who has additional information to communicate 
with her for the improvement of the records. 


References: 

"Sawyers in America", Amory Carter. 

"History of Heads of New England Families" 
1620-1700 

Mass. Military Archives, v.98, p.287. 

"Military Annals of Lancaster.” Nourse. 

Vital Records of Lancaster. 

Mass. Soldiers and Sailors in Revolutionary War. 

Records of South Hero,Vt. and Grand Isle Co. 

Heminway's Gazetteer of Vermont. 

Records of Wendell Town and Wendell Church(MSS). 


Compiled by Claire E. Smith, 38 Arlington St., 
Chicopee Falls, Mass. 
1931 
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Some Ancestors and Descendants of 


CAPTAIN EPHRAIM SAWYER 


The ancestor of this fanily in England was John Sawyer, a 
farmer of Lincolnshire, England. Three of his sons came to America: 

1 Edward came in 1636 and settled in Ipswich but removed to Rowley, 
in 1639. 

2 William born in England,1613, was at Salem 1640 and Wareham 1645, 
later at Newbury. He m. Ruth Bidfield 1644. 

3 Thomas Sawyer born 1616 in England, was an early settler at 
Lancaster. This is the line I propose to trace. 

4 Probably Edmund who came to New England 1636. 


Thomas! Sawyer 

b. 1616 England; d.Sept.12,1706, Lancaster, # abt.90 y. G.S. 
Buried. in Old Field» burying ground. Came first to Rowley, 
1636, Lancaster, 1647. 

m. 1648 at Lancaster to 

Mary Prescott, bp. Feb.24,1630 at Sowerby, Yorkshire, dau.of 
cE Prescott and Mary Platts, early settlers of Lancaster. 

Ch:- b. at Lancaster:- 
1 Thomas b. July 2,1649; m.Mary --- 
2 Ephraim v.d9an.16,1650/1; killed by Indians at Prescott's 

Garrison (Clinton), Feb.10, 1676. 


3 Mary b.Jan.4,1652; m-Nathaniel Wilder 

4 Joshua bs Mar.13,1655; m.Sarah Potter, 1678 

5 James Demearice , 1657 

6 Caleb DAD. 20,2009 

7 John b.Apr. 6,1661; m. Mary Bull of Worcester 
“4 8 Elizabeth b.Nov.5,1663; d. young. 
d #9 Nathaniel b.Dec.24, 1670 


Nathaniel< Sawyer | 
b.Dec.24,1670 N.S. (Sept.in VR); d.Nov.10,1756, Lancaster. 
haat ~~ 
Was a selectman of Lancaster in 1717. 
Ch:-(order of birth not known) 
Amos called "first son of Nathaniel" abt.1693. 
#Ephraim called "third son of Nathaniel" 
Samue 1 1697 
Ezra 1702 
Thomas ing @ kak 
John 
Phineas 
Nathaniel 
Jonathan 
Eunice 


ye 


2 a 


Lt. and Capt. 
Ephraim® Sawyer 
b. 1696(?) Lancaster; d.May 8,1759 Lancaster (cf.Mass.Military 
m.lst, Mar.4, 1719/20 at Concord to (Arch.v.98,p.287. 
I 


Eunice°Houghton (Jonas2, John 

p.Mar.1,1696, Lancaster; d.June 24,1748, @ 52 yr. 3m. 24 d. 
m.2d, Nov.23, 1750 at Woburn to 
Sarah Richardson 


He settled at Chocksett (Sterling) where he was baptized"Apr.19, 
1724, adult with wife." 
Ch: = 
1 Mary bp-Apr.26,1724 Sterling 
2 ‘atherine bp. July 16,1727 " 
# 3 Ephraim vp. Apr.20,1728 " 
Probably other whose names I do not know. 


Lt-Col. Ephraim4 Sawyer 
bp. Apr.20,1728 Sterling{Lancaster 2d parish); d. South Hero,Vt. 
in 1813 aged 94. . 
m.eJune 11,1752 at Woburn to 
Susannah Richardson, dau.of Josiah* Richard on, (James3,Nathaniel*, 
Thomas!) and Dorothy4Wilder (Ephraim YNathaniel@, Thomas! ) 
b. Aug.8,1735, Lancaster; d. South Hero, Vt. 


Ch:= 
#1 Ephraim b. May 27,1753 

2 Dorrothy b. June 6, 1755 

5 Josiah bp-June 30,1757 

4 John bp-Sept.2,1759 

5 James bp.dec. 13,1761 

6 Peter 1763 

7 Susannah bp.May 5, 1765 

8 Daniel Greenleaf bp.Jan.25,1767 

9 Eunice bp. Apr.16,1769 
10 Abraham bp. June 20,1773 
11 Tamothy bp. May 15, 1774 


Ephraim4 Sawyer served as a major in Col. Asa Whitcomb's Regiment 
at Bunker Hill. He was a soldier of the French and Indian War and 
already an officer before 1775. His sons served in the Revolution:- 
Ephraim answered the Lexington Alarm, Lt. 1777, Capt. 1777; 
Josiah, private 
John, Lt. and quartermaster of 8th Mass. Reg't. 
James, Ensign of 7th Reg't, Feb.10,1781 
Peter, private. 
Of course, more complete records of these can be readily obtained 
in Mass. Soldiers and Sailors in Revolution, Mass. Military Archives, 
and Nourse&S Military Annals of Lancaster. 

In 1785 while finances in Massachusetts were at low ebb, Ephraim? 
Sawyer and his brother John went to Grand Isle County, Vermont, where 
their father had already taken up land in South Hero. As early as 
1786, Lt.-Col. Ephraim” Sawyer and his whole family of sons and 


daughters and the wives and husbandgand children moved to South Hero. 
Tradition says that Ephraim,Sr. chose the place because he had 
admired the beauty of the region when his bateau was wrecked there 
during the French and Indian War. When the census of 1790 was taken 


no Ephraim Sawyers were listed in Lancaster, Mass., but South Hero, 
ermont reported Ephraim Sawyer, Sr. as having a family of 4 males 
over 16 and 3 females, and Ephraim Sawyer,Jr. as 1 male over 16 
(himself), and 2 males under 16 and 4 females. James had removed 
to Rutland, then to Brandon, and finally to Burlington, where for 
six years he was sheriff. 

The records of vital statistics in South Hero and Swanton to 
which Ephraim,Jr. removed are very scanty. Those of South Hero 
relate chiefly to Peter and Daniel Greenleaf Sawyer. The town clerk 
very kindly examined the county deedsfor dates which might be of 
some use. “ 

Peter Sawyer d. South Hero, Jan.1828 

John Sawyer signed deeds DanSville,Vt. 1795. 

Josiah Sawyer signed deed in South Hero, 1792 

James Sawyer signed deed in Rutland, 1785 

Daniel Greenleaf Sawyer buried,South Hero, Mar. 1846 

Ephraim Sawyer, Jr. deeds 1791-96, then removed to Swanton 
and soon left the state. Therefore the records of his 
family are wbery scrappy as given below. 


Ephraim? Sawyer 
bp.May 27,1753, Lancaster; d.June 7,1813, Sackett's Harbor, N.Y. 


(Note: His death occurred very soon after the battle at that 
place, May 28, 1813.) 

m.-lst, Mar.6,1775, Lancaster; also recorded at Templeton. 
Mary Allen 

prob. dau.of Daniel Allen of Stow and his wife Mary{Brown). 

b.Yan.2,1756 Stow; d. between 1796 when she signed a deed 

with her husband and 1799 when he again appears in Mass. 

tH—m.2d, Jan.16,1799 at Lancaster to 


Sarah Houghton 


He then renoved to Wendell where they lived till 1813. 

There is a tradition to the effect that his family were opposed 
to his going into the army in the War of 1812 giving as reasons 
his age(60 yrs.),the distance, etc, but that he eluded them and 
went. I suppose the old captain could not resist the call to the 
colors. JI am sorry that my knowledge of his children is so 
incomplete. 

Ch:- by lst wife: 

1 Israel who is called brother in a deed. 

2 Ephraim b.Feb.6,1785, Templeton(Family Record) 

3 Catherine b.1794; d.1813, called in death record "youngest 

daughter by first wife." 

It is probable that there were other children as the Census of 

1790 indicates two sons and three daughters at that time. After 

his marriage to the second wife there was a son named Phineas 

Houghton Sawyer»bp. Oct.26,1800 at Wendell. 

In the ancient church record book of Wendell under date of 
Aug.19,1813 is this entry: "Catherine Sawyer, age 19, youngest daugh- 
ter of Ephraim Sawyer by his first wife. He died the 7th of June at 
Sackets Harbor. The funeral of the father this day attended." A 
stone in the Wendell cemetery to this Catharine says daughter of 
Ephraim and Margaret, but it was erected much later and is the only 
place where the name is so given. The deeds at Swanton and South 
Hero are signed Mary. The gravestone gives the death of Catherine 


as occurring Aug.24, 1813. 


Ephraim® Sawyer 
b. Feb.6,1785 Templeton; d. Apr.7, 1818, Erving's Grant.Recorded 


in Wendell CR. 
m. Mat.10,1813 Wendell to 
Phoebe Woods 
dau.of Charles Woods,Jr. and Sarah (Stevens) of Warwick. 
b. June 25,1789, Warwick; d. 1838, Montague. 
Ch: - 
#1 Ephraim Warren op. Apr.7,1818 
2 Catherine Eliza bp. Apr.7,1818; m.William Perry. 


What was the tragedy that closed so early the life of this 

tanner whose farm and landvand logging operations made him appear 

so frequently in Franklin County deeds? The church record is meagre 
indeed. On April 7,1818 the pastor at Wendell was called to the 
home, baptized Ephraim Warren and Catherine Eliza, then four and two 
years old respectively, and admitted the father to the church. On 
the same day Ephraim Sawyer died, and the sexton dug his grave and 
entered the charge in the church book. On July 12,1818, Phebe 
awyer was admitted to the Wendell Church. On Oct.14,1818 the 
widow and administratrix filed papers showing, among other items, 

a doctor's bill of $8.76 and for coffin and funeral expenses $7.28. 
The widow's allowance was $115.63. With that sum and two small 
children the widow set out to face the world. Where the children 
lived we do not know but there were aunts and uncles plentiful in 
Warwick. The widow became a teacher in Montague and there in 1828 
after a long illness she died. The pitiful inventory of her estate 
showed $93.69 most of it in the furnishings of one humble room and 
two notes on hand." The debts for care and burial and doctor's bill 
amounted to $87.38. 


Ephraim Warren’ Sawyer 
db. y 5, 1814,Erving's Grant; d.Jan.12,1887, Phillipston. 


He was a bootmaker and farmer. 
m. Oct.14,1833, Phillipston to 
Rosannah Knowlton4Wesson 
daulof Asa-Wesson(James2,Benjaminl) and Sally®5Stockwell(Ziba*, 
Capt. Ephraim®, David®, William?) 
bv. lay.21,1816 Pairfield,Vt. : d00t.60,.1682;,, Phidlipstoen. 
i 9 bd 
1 Laura Maria b.Sept.2,1836, Phillipston; m.Edward Moore, No 
living children. 
2 Elmer Warren »b.May 3.1838; Civil War soldier; 1 grandson and 
2 granddaughters living. 
3 Charles Wood b.Sept.26,1839. No living children. 
(The above three childrn were born in Phillipston.) 
4 Emma Claire b. May 9,1841, Patton, Canada. Grandmother of the 
compiler of this article. 
5 Oscar Leon b.Mar.5,1844, Patton, Canada. Civil War soldier. 
Grandchildren named Hunting in Fort Wayne,Ind. 
6 Henry Branscombe b.Apr.19,1845; d. young. 
7 Mary Rosannah b.Apr.22,1846, No.Try, Vt.;m.F.G.Phelps. Now 
living in Brookfield(1931) 
8 Flora Agnes b-Apr.16,1849 Phillipston;d.1881.Unm. 
9 Ellen Frances b.Dec.23,1851 Phillipston; d.Roxbury. Unm. 
The only descendant of this family bearing the name Sawyer 1s George 
Sawyer, grandson of Elmer. 


The Elmer Sawyer Family Bible. 


Elmer W. Sawyer 

Annie S. Gott 

at Phillipston 25th day of December 1865 

Witnesses: Myron Sanderson, Mary Sawyer, Mrs. Lyman White 


Elijah Pike was married to Sally Clark Fekr. 25, 1796. 
Married Lucinda Brooks Oct. 4, 1854. 
George Hager was married to Sarah R. Pike Apr. 7, 1839 
Adelbert A. Gott was married to Annie S. Hager Fer. 1, 1865 
Elmer W. Sawyer was married to Annie S. Gott Dec. 25, 1865 
Willie L. Sawyer was married to Nellie M. Sears Feb. 5, 1890 
Albert J. Sampson was married to Everline A. Sawyer 

May 30, 1891 


Births 
Grandfather's children 
Dexter Pike Born Fer. <6, 1797 Dead 
Nethanel Pike 6 Nov. 30, 1798 * 
Mehetatle Pike ° Mar. 14, 1800 * 
Mary Ann Pike * June 30, 1801 sd 
Charles Pike ny May LZ, 1803 <. 
Martin Pike Ms Jan. 4, 1806 e 
Elijah Pike Apr. 24, 1807 " 
Susannah Pike " Aug. 5, 1808 " 
Simon Pike " June 26, 1810 " 
Moses Pike * Sept. 29, 1813 " 
Rhoda Pike * Sept. 13, 1815 ® 
Sarah R. Pike " Jan. 30, 1821 " 


Father’s children 


George Sumner Hager Born Fer. 3, 1840 
William Elijah Hager " Mar. 27, 1644 
Sarah Annie Hager : Apr. 11, 1846 


Our children 


Willie Lincoln Sawyer Born Fez. 13, 1867 
Eveline Annette Sawyer July 19, 18670 
Elmer Albert Sawyer 
Evered Carlton Sawyer 
Clare Bernice Sawyer 
Edith Gladis Sawyer 
George Henry Sawyer 
Grace Mildred Sawyer 
Erla Belle Sawyer 
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From the 


Elmer Sawyer Family Bible 


The Elmer Sawyer Family Bible 


Elmer W. Sawyer 
Annie S. Gott 


at Phillipston 25th day of December 1865 
Witnesses: Myron Sanderson, Mary Sawyer, Mrs. Lyman White 


Elijah Pike was married to Sally Clark Fekt. 25, 1796. 
4, 1854. 


Married Lucinda Brooks Oct. 


George Hager was married to Sarah R. Pike Apr. 7, 1839 
Adelbert A. Gott was married to Annie S. Hager Fek. 


Elmer W. Sawyer was married to Annie S. Gott Dec. 
Willie L. Sawyer was married to Nellie M. Sears Feb. 5, 1890 


Albert J. Sampson was married to Everline A. Sawyer 


May 30, 1891 


Dexter Pike 
Nethanel Pike 
Mehetatle Pike 
Mary Ann Pike 
Charles Pike 
Martin Pike 
Elijah Pike 
Susanneh Pike 
Simon Pike 
Moses Pike 
Rhoda Pike 
Sarah R. Pike 


Father's 


. Births 
Grandfather's children 


Born 
tt 


George Sumner Hager 


William Elijah Hager 


Sarah Annie Hag 


er 


Our children 


Willie Lincoln Sawyer 


Eveline Annette Sawyer 


Elmer Albert Sawy 


er 


Evered Carlton Sawyer 
Clare Bernice Sawyer 


Edith Gladis Sawy 
George Henry Sawy 


er 
er 


Grace Mildred Sawyer 
Erla Belle Sawyer 


Fev. 26, 1797 Dead 
Nov. 30, 1798 * 
Mar. 14, 1800 "* 
June 30, 1801 * 
May iz, 1605 * 
Jan. 4, 1806 " 
Apr. 24, 16807 " 
Aug. 5, 18608 * 
June 26, 1810 * 
Sept. 29, 1815 " 
Sept. 13, 1815 * 
Jan. 30, 1821 * 
children 
Born Fee. 3, 1840 
° Mar. 27, 1844 
- Apr. 11, 1846 
Born Feb. 13, 1867 
July 19, 1870 
Nov. 8, 1892 
May 6, 1891 
Sept. 19, 1893 
Jan. 18, 1895 
Sept. 27, 1896 
July 8, 1899 
Mar. 6, 1901 


1, 


i= 
> 


1865 
1865 


Deaths 


Sally Pike 

Elijah Pike 

Geo. Sumner Hager 

Wm. Elijah Hager 
Adelbert A. Gott 
Evered Carlton Sawyer 
Elmer Albert Sawyer 
Sarah R. Hager 

Clare Bernice Sawyer 
George Hager 

Erla Belle Sawyer 
Alton W. Sawyer 
Annie S. Sawyer 
Elmer W. Sawyer 
Willie Lincoln Sawyer 


July 
Sept. 
May 
Sep. 
Apr. 
May 
Nov. 
Mar. 
Aug. 
Mar. 
July 
May 
June 
Mar. 
July 


From the Sawyer Family Bible 


Given to me by George H. Searles together with a 
number of old tooks formerly the property of Amos B. 
Sawyer of Orange and Athol, Massachusetts. 


On the blank page at the end of Malachi appear these 
words: 


Sarah Sawyer’s Book 

December the 22d 1800 

Phinehas Sawyer Born October the 17 1800 
Phinehas Sawyer Died March 28th 1882 


Phinehas Sawyer, Married, to 
Abigail W. Boyden; Aug. the 9th 1827 


ea = & 


Amos B. Sawyer born half past one ofclock P. M. 
Monday, September 29, 1828 


ewe Se 


This old Bible was published in Edinburgh, 1795. 


Inside the front cover is written in three different hands 
Phinehas Sawyer Book of Orange. 


Nellie Sawyer’s BIRTHDAY BOOK 


George H. Sawyer md. 


tb. Sept. 27, 1896 Aug. 10, 1918 b. June 22nd, 


Their children: 
Erla Isabelle Sawyer 
Charles Myron Sawyer 
Louise Josephine Sawyer 
George Henry Sawyer, dr. 


Grace M. Sawyer md. 
b. July 8, 1899 


Their children: 
Everid Carlton Plympton 


Ruth Evelyn Plympton 
Elmer Harry Plympton: 
Nellie May Plympton 
Claire Bernice Plympton 


Cora M. Brown 


bpnOct. 2, 1919 
b. Feb. 15, 1923 
b. May 4, 1924 
b. Dee. 1, 1925 


Carrol David Plympton 


b. May 17 


Dec. 14, 1919 
Dec. 17, 1919 
dead Dec. 5, 
Dec. 25, 1923 
Mar. 15, 1925 
Fet. 26, 1929 


» 1891 


1922 


1896 


Gravestones 


Sawyer Monument, Phillipston 


North 


Flora A. Sawyer 
Died 

Oct. 20, 1881 
ae. 32 


George G. Smith 
Died 
Dec. 8, 1881 
ae. 50 
Edward Moore 
Died May 5, 1885 
ae 40 yr. 6 mos. 
member of Co. Ge 


16 Reg. Conn. Vols. 


Willie 
son of Oscar & 
Abelene Sawyer 
died 
Aug. 13, 1868 
ae. 2 yr. 


West 


E. Warren Sawyer 
Died 
June 12, 1887 
ae. 73 
Rosanna K. Sawyer 
Died 
Oct. 30, 1882 
ae. 66 


South 
E. Frances Sawyer 
Died 
Apr. 25, 1900 
ae. 48 


Small Monuments 


Emma C. Geo. Warren Smith 
wife of George G. Smith 1865 - 1895 
Died Jan. 8, 1900 
ae. 58 
Laura M. Avelene E. 
wife of Edward Moore wife of 
Died Dec. 27, 1908 Oscar L. Sawyer 
ae. 72 Died 
June 4, 1906 
meee ne aged 63 


Oscar L. Sawyer 
member of 
Co. D. 36 Reg. Mass. Vol. 
Died May 2, 1873 
ae. 29 
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